A 2-month-old male infant (Figure 1 ) was referred for further evaluation because his mother reported that his right eye had been red since birth. He was born via cesarean section at 39 weeks. His mother reported that the right eye was noticeably red compared to the normal-appearing left eye immediately after birth. Soon after discharge, epiphora was noticed from the right eye associated with mucopurulent discharge. At 2 weeks of age, the opinion was expressed that the conjunctival redness of the right eye would improve on its own. The redness persisted and suspected conjunctivitis was treated with erythromycin ointment at 1 month of age. The epiphora and discharge did not improve with the medication and the infant was referred for further ophthalmologic examination. On examination, the infant appeared well with no systemic abnormalities. Bilateral upper eyelid discoloration and some injection in the occipital area and left parietal region was noted. Handheld slit-lamp examination revealed a slight haze of the right cornea associated with a larger corneal diameter. For the right eye only, inspection of the conjunctiva showed dense vascularization circumferentially that was most intense temporally. In contrast, the conjunctiva and sclera of the left eye were strikingly white. The lacrimal strip seemed only moderately increased on the right side compared to the left. The lenses were clear. Intraocular pressure by applanation tonometry was 30 and 18 mm Hg in the right and left eyes, respectively. Axial lengths were measured to be 19 and 16 mm in the right and left eyes, respectively, and B-scan ultrasonography suggested a thicker choroid on the right than the left. Cycloplegic refraction found 2.00 diopters of myopia in the right eye and no refractive error in the left eye. Funduscopy showed cupping with a cup-disc ratio of 0.6 in the right eye and a well-vascularized disc with a cup-disc ratio of 0.1 in the left eye. Medication failed to control the intraocular pressure and glaucoma surgery was recommended for the right eye. A goniotomy was performed at 3 months of age that failed to improve control of the eye pressure. Gonioscopy on the right side showed no visible scleral spur and ciliary body band, whereas the scleral spur and ciliary body band could be easily defined on the left side. At 10 months of age, a trabeculectomy with mitomycin C was recommended.
"My Baby's Right Eye is Red"

Helen H. Yeung, MD
A 2-month-old male infant (Figure 1 ) was referred for further evaluation because his mother reported that his right eye had been red since birth. He was born via cesarean section at 39 weeks. His mother reported that the right eye was noticeably red compared to the normal-appearing left eye immediately after birth. Soon after discharge, epiphora was noticed from the right eye associated with mucopurulent discharge. At 2 weeks of age, the opinion was expressed that the conjunctival redness of the right eye would improve on its own. The redness persisted and suspected conjunctivitis was treated with erythromycin ointment at 1 month of age. The epiphora and discharge did not improve with the medication and the infant was referred for further ophthalmologic examination. On examination, the infant appeared well with no systemic abnormalities. Bilateral upper eyelid discoloration and some injection in the occipital area and left parietal region was noted. Handheld slit-lamp examination revealed a slight haze of the right cornea associated with a larger corneal diameter. For the right eye only, inspection of the conjunctiva showed dense vascularization circumferentially that was most intense temporally. In contrast, the conjunctiva and sclera of the left eye were strikingly white. The lacrimal strip seemed only moderately increased on the right side compared to the left. The lenses were clear. Intraocular pressure by applanation tonometry was 30 and 18 mm Hg in the right and left eyes, respectively. Axial lengths were measured to be 19 and 16 mm in the right and left eyes, respectively, and B-scan ultrasonography suggested a thicker choroid on the right than the left. Cycloplegic refraction found 2.00 diopters of myopia in the right eye and no refractive error in the left eye. Funduscopy showed cupping with a cup-disc ratio of 0.6 in the right eye and a well-vascularized disc with a cup-disc ratio of 0.1 in the left eye. Medication failed to control the intraocular pressure and glaucoma surgery was recommended for the right eye. A goniotomy was performed at 3 months of age that failed to improve control of the eye pressure. Gonioscopy on the right side showed no visible scleral spur and ciliary body band, whereas the scleral spur and ciliary body band could be easily defined on the left side. At 10 months of age, a trabeculectomy with mitomycin C was recommended.
What's Your Diagnosis?
For the correct answer, see page 36.
